Ebola
Revised PSSA’s
Social Media Stats
Job Opportunity
Member Request
News from around the state and nation

Ebola
Ebola is all over the news and it is likely your school has had a few calls about how your district might
handle the situation if it worsens. Here are some quick facts about Ebola, and below is a series of links
that might be helpful in your communications.
Ebola is extremely infectious but it is not extremely contagious. (It is so infectious, because a tiny amount
can cause illness.)
Ebola is only considered moderately contagious because the virus is not transmitted through the air. (The
most contagious diseases, such as measles or influenza, are airborne.)
Humans can be infected by other humans if they come in contact with bodily fluids from an infected
person or contaminated objects from infected persons.
Symptoms of Ebola typically include: weakness, fever, aches, diarrhea, vomiting and stomach pain.
Typically, symptoms appear 8-10 days after exposure to the virus, but the incubation period can span two
to 21 days.
Ebola victims are not contagious until they are symptomatic.
The Ebola virus is easily killed with bleach, soap, sunlight, or drying.
Deadly human Ebola outbreaks have been confirmed in the following countries: Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC), Gabon, South Sudan, Ivory Coast, Uganda, Republic of the Congo (ROC), Guinea
and Liberia.

These points bear repeating:
Ebola is NOT SPREAD through the air.
You can’t catch Ebola from someone until they are showing symptoms of Ebola.
Ebola particles on surfaces are easily killed by soap or bleach.

http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/pdf/infographic.pdf
http://witsvuvuzela.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Ebola-edit.jpg
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/images/facts-about-ebola.jpg
http://pkids.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/ebola.png
http://www.cdc.gov/media/dpk/2014/images/ebola-outbreak/img14-600px.jpg
http://big.assets.huffingtonpost.com/EbolaOutbreaks_0729.png
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/modules/flexslider/transmission-flex.jpg
http://www.cnn.com/2014/04/11/health/ebola-fast-facts/
http://www.al.com/news/index.ssf/2014/10/does_hand_sanitizer_kill_the_e.html

Revised PSSA’s
There are substantial changes in store with this year’s PSSA’s. The difficulty level of the tests has
increased significantly as they come in line with the PA core standards. You can review samples of the
revised tests at the link below. The third grade language arts test is a good example of the increased
difficulty. School Districts may want to plan some additional communication to their parents and
communities regarding these changes.
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/state_assessment_system/20965/pennsylvania_s
ystem_of_school_assessment_(pssa)/1190526

Social Media Stats
If your district is considering branching out into social media, here are some useful statistics about social
media use. 73% of online adults now use a social media site of some kind. Although some administrators
may be nervous about branching out with this new communication tool, there is no denying that it is a
fast, free and effective way to reach your audience.
Also consider this stat if your district is concerned about marketing and retaining students. Private and
charter schools spend 10-25% of their budgets on communication and marketing. Public schools spend
one tenth of one percent. That’s right - .001%.
Again, social media has no start up costs. A staff member with access to the internet on a laptop or smart
phone can update your district social media accounts anytime, anywhere. It is hard to argue with the
reach and cost of social media if your district is struggling with a branding problem and losing students to
private and charter schools. It is clearly an option worth considering! Here is the link to more
information about social media usage.
http://www.pewinternet.org/2013/12/30/social-media-update-2013/

Job Opportunity
The State College Area School District is looking for a Director of Communications. Details on the
position are here goo.gl/BnJk0P

Member Request
Jessica Lester at Perkiomen Valley is looking for other districts' guidelines and/or policies when it comes to
honoring requests from associated volunteer groups -- like Home & School, booster clubs, Post Prom, etc. -- to
publicize fundraising efforts via the district-wide email notification system. You can reach Jessica at
jlester@pvsd.org.

News from around the state and nation
South Fayette prepares for revised PSSA’s
http://www.thealmanac.net/article/20140924/NEWS/140929979
PA Performance scores are delayed
http://triblive.com/state/pennsylvania/6968020-74/state-scores-performance#ixzz3GlcbWsJ5
Funding commission continues its work
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/education/2014/10/21/Commission-gets-closer-to-develop-a-fundingformula-for-Pennsylvania-public-schools/stories/201410210219
Philly contract dispute stalled by judge
http://articles.philly.com/2014-10-21/news/55284932_1_pft-members-the-srcinjunction#AkjutU30Uj0hw3Vp.99
A bill legalizing allergy injections in schools has passed
http://www.pennlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2014/10/bill_allows_schools_to_keep_ep.html
New report on charter school finances has several interesting findings
http://thenotebook.org/blog/147855/some-insights-controllers-report-charters

