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President’s Welcome
By the time this message reaches you, the 2014-2015 school year should be in full swing. I hope the
summer provided you with some much-needed time to not only rest and relax, but to also utilize the
“down” time from the barrage of phone calls and emails that occupy your days when school is in session,
to either catch up on some projects that got pushed to the side during the hustle of the 2013-2014 school
year, or to spend some quiet, quality time really thinking about new initiatives you would like to embark
upon this year.
One thing about our jobs as school communicators that I really like is that the job never really gets old.
Yes, there are the annual projects that we must do, but there’s always something new—whether it be a
new issue or a new way to communicate—our jobs continually keep us on our toes and our brains
working to keep everything straight! Plus, it’s always exciting to put a new spin on an old, tried and true
idea.
My father once told me that it doesn’t matter what you do in life, as long as you are happy to get out of
bed every day when your alarm clock goes off. Dad was right. I feel blessed to be doing what I do and I
hope you feel that same sense of purpose as well.
I also feel blessed to be a member of PenSPRA, because there is so much we can learn from one another,
and the level of sharing and caring among our members is amazing! Remember, PenSPRA is here for
you whenever you need us! If there is something you feel that PenSPRA needs to address (such as
symposium and region meeting topics, or anything else that’s important to you) please feel free to contact
me or anybody on the Executive Board. We look forward to hearing from you.
We also look forward to seeing you this year at our regional programs and our 2015 symposium! The
more you get involved, the more valuable your PenSPRA membership becomes.
I hope the 2014-2015 school year is your best year yet!
Vicki Flotta
PenSPRA President
flotta.vicki@bphawks.org

Job Opportunities
There are currently three job opportunities posted on the PenSPRA website; North Penn SD Advertising
and Marketing Specialist, Bethlehem Area Education Founation Executive Director and Moon Area SD

School/Community Relations and Grants Coordinator. We e-mailed information on the postings to
members as soon as it was made available to us. The application deadlines for these postings are soon, but
they are still available.
http://www.penspra.org/EmploymentOpportunities.aspx

Back to school by the numbers
This is always a fun source of information to keep handy.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2014/09/02/back-to-school-2014-15-by-thenumbers/

Virus spreading
A virus called the enterovirus, which has symptoms similar to that of a cold, is making children quite sick
around the country. The virus also produces a wheezing cough which can cause breathing difficulties,
particularly for children with Asthma. The virus spreads easily in public places like schools. Many
children have been hospitalized due to the virus. It’s good to be aware in case questions arise from
parents. The virus has been featured in many national news stories. More information here and here
http://www.cnn.com/2014/09/08/health/enterovirus-ev-d68-explainer/
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/enterovirus-outbreak/story?id=25345098

Twitter and Facebook
PenSPRA is on twitter and FB! Make sure to follow us at penspra1 and like us on FB to keep up with
news and information between e-comm Alerts.

News from around the state and nation
This is long, but it is an extremely informative look at the link between standardized testing, book
manufacturers and test makers
http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2014/07/why-poor-schools-cant-win-at-standardizedtesting/374287/
Is Governor Corbett doing an about face on the common core?
http://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-pa-corbett-common-core-20140908-story.html
The Philadelphia school district gets started on another difficult year
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/nation_world/20140908_Teachers__principals__students_get_ready_
for_a_challenging_school_year.html#UelyuuTO1dBUQmX3.99
National forum on arts education held in Pittsburgh

http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2014/09/08/National-forum-focuses-on-how-the-arts-canimprove-schools/stories/201409080018#ixzz3CiRWcsHq
Why don’t more men enter the teaching profession?
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/sunday-review/why-dont-more-men-go-intoteaching.html?ref=education&_r=1
A tax on trash to pay for pensions?
http://www.mcall.com/news/nationworld/pennsylvania/capitol-ideas/mc-pa-lawmaker-eyes-trash-toclean-up-pension-mess-20140905-story.html
Register for videoconference on the campaign for an equitable funding formula.
http://www.psba.org/news-publications/headlines/details.asp?id=8454
Your parent communication toolbox
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/parent-communication-toolbox-gwenpescatore?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=post&utm_campaign=blog-parent-communicationtoolbox-list
Great ideas on trying something new with your communications
http://www.learningfirst.org/make-start-school-year-really-count

